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COMMERCIAL REPORT 

Althoitok the produce of land bore a sufficiently high price amply to compensate 
the fanner, and from the demand arising from the English market, being completely 
open to exportattons from this country, likely to continue so,, yet to please the landed 
interest, the distillation from grain is now permitted in Ireland. Many of our Irish 
members fully co-operated in this measure, although some of them formerly, fronfa. 
desire to encourage sobriety, had discountenanced the extension of the distillery-sys- 
tem, but now private^terest was preferred to the advancement of morality, because 
many of these men were the owners of land, and because they feared the deficiency 
in the revenue, arising from the distilleries would be made up by other taxes. The 
lowering the duty on whiskey may probably answ«r the purpose of putting down illi- 
cit distillation, but from the low price of whiskey, drunkenness, which was already a 
wide-spreading evil, is likely to be further increased. A country is in 4 miserable si- 
tuation, when its expenditure is so great, that to obtain relief from a part of the in- 
cumbent pressure, morals are sacrificed to an increase of revenue. 

In another point of view, nothing is gained by a tax raised in a manner so as to cor* 
Tupt the morals of the people. The state loses more from lessening the productive la- 
bour of industry, than is gained by a taxation raised on immorality. The real wealth 
of a country consists in well-directed labour, of which sobriety only is capable. 

In England^the prohibition on distillation from grain, still continues, and consider- 
ing the possibility of scarcity ,*and the uncertainty of foreign supplies, it appears to be 
gL wise measure of precaution. Yet probably many voted for the prohibition, not 
from these motives, but to encourage the West India trade. The planters and mer- 
chants in that trade, find it is a losing speculauon. Yet the planters have brought most 
of their distresses on themselves, by imprudence in tnanaging their estates, and their 
wasteful lunjT- In this, abstracted point of view, they are not entitled to compen- 
sation from other classes of the community. They deserve to smart under the evils, 
which they have brought on themselves. 

Such is the present unsettled state of trade, and speculation has so deranged its for- 
mer fixed habits, that almost every article is in a state of uncertainty. Sash and spe- 
culation have been the order of the day. The rash speculators, in many instances, by 
»ueh practices, which must, on the principles of strict justice, be pronounced dishonest, 
have rained not only themselves, but involved their acquaintances and connexions in 
trade, in similar ruin. 

Many bankruptcies have taken place, and many more are expected, and yet ministe- 
rialists tell lis, trade is flourishing. The present difficulties in trade will probably be still 
further increased by the new restrictions of Bonaparte, to exclude British articles from 
the continent of Europe. He appears resolved to exert all the powers of his capacious 
niind, and to employ his vast and gigantic military for.ce to exclude us and our produce 
almost entirely from those countries, oyer which, by one means or another, he possesses 
unlimited sway. Nothing is yet known with certainty, in regard to the issue of our 
Impolitic disputes with the United States of North America. 

A bill is in progress through parliament, to lay a duty of 15 per cent on foreign li- 
nens, brought into Groat Britain for exportation. The4inen merchants of Glasgow have 
been active in petitioning the board of trade, to procure an act of parUament for this 
purpose, and at their request, the linendrapers of Belfast, likewise petitioned through 
the Chancellor of the Irish Exchequer. The principle of such interference is not strict- 
ly justifiable in enlarged policy. The less statesmen interfere in matters of trdde, it is 
the better. Besides, these applications to great men, often introduce a cringing servil- 
ity, and flatters the prejudices 'of such people, as if they were better acquacinted with 
the interests of trade, than those who are immediately concerned. Hence, they are 
ever ready to interfere, and their interference is often extremely prejudicial. In their 
efforts to afford the show of help, they often do much mischief. Of this, a striking 
instance occurred last year. To remedy a deficiency of flaxseed, brought on by im- 
politic 'orders in council, the oil-stores in England were opened, bad flaveed was 
branded, a bounty of 5s. per bushel paid on it ; when bt'ought to this country, the 
«eed did not grow, auii the people i6iit theif crop. Such is the sample of the interfe- 
rence of boards with affairs of trade. 

Little variation in the rates Of exchange has taken place during this month, but the 
imvDvat on bank notes it rather lower, being from 1% tfo 3 per ckm- 
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FLAX CROPS, J809. 
GrsBRAi RirTtiire of thePlax Land in the follownist Counties in Ireland, for the year 
180P, shiiH'ins the nnmber of Acres sown with Ii;sh Flaxseed.. ..the number of acres 
sown with foreign Flaxseed... the number of per,wns who intend claimin' th» 
bounty for saving PiaxsEed....and the quantity of Land they had under Fla» " 
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